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I want to congratulate Mr. Ennis, Mrs. Wedel and Mrs. Yaniw and all of our students, both 
Middle and High for their outstanding performance this past week.  Our Sr. Band, Gr. 7 & 8 
Band, Gr. 6 Band and the Sr. Choir performed in front of a packed house at Abby Arts.  
The performance by all of the above was by far the best of the evening with complicated 
pieces performed with precision.  You all did us very proud.  "Way to Go" 
 
 
Spring Break: 
I’m sure we are all looking forward to our spring break.  We trust all will have an enjoyable 
and relaxing time for the two weeks off.  Please be safe and all come back safely on  
Mon. Mar. 26.  We want to wish Mrs. Wedel, Mr Parker and our Spring Break student travel 
group well as they are traveling to France and Spain over the break.  Again travel safely. 
 
 
Course Selection: 
Our students by now should have completed their course selection for next year.  If you 
haven’t already, please check it over and sign the form before they return it.  It is 
important that you have reviewed their selection as these decisions have a major impact 
on what choices they may have in the future.   
 
In addition to some new course offerings discussed in last newsletter we are moving to a 
mandatory Gr. 11 PE course.  This decision was made for several reasons.  All the 
research is now pointing to a definite need to keep our young people active as there are 
growing health concerns regarding teenage lifestyle, obesity and diabetes.  We want to 
ensure our students have the best opportunity to develop a healthy lifestyle.  Another 
reason is that we need to continue with a year long computer course with an 
accountability factor built in to it to sustain our laptop program.  A year long PE course 
will make this possible to timetable.  And finally this will enable all of our students to meet 
the 80 hr Rigorous Activity requirement of the new Grad Program.  For these reasons we 
are choosing to adopt a mandatory Gr. 11 PE program. 
 
 
***IMPORTANT LAPTOP SURVEY INFORMATION*** 
 
We will be sending home a very important survey for all of our parents regarding our 
laptop program.  Your response is crucial as we decide how to update the program under 
the current ministry guidelines regarding school fees.  You should have one e-mailed 
directly to you or there is a copy attached to this newsletter.  Please complete and return 
either electronically or with your son/daughter as soon as possible.  We would ask for one 
response per family please.  To ensure it is counted properly please identify your family 
names on the survey.  It is very important we hear from every parent regarding this very 
important issue.   
 
 
Thanks 
Glen Hildebrand, Principal 
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Captain Thingvold o f the Abbotsford Engineering Flight Squadron # 192 based 

with us here at ATSS wo uld like to thank the anonymous ATSS student who left a 

box of baked goods on their desk to say thank-you for their challenging service 

to our co untry.  I would also like to thank and recognize this student for 

honouring and demonstrating the values we hold as important here at ATSS.   

Great job, well done. 
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ONLINE MARKS 
 
Each class has a unique "classword" that is needed to access online marks at www.mygradebook.com. 
The password is the 9-digit student PEN (personal education number), which is the same number, found on 
the report card. If you do not know the classword go to www.atss.ca and see if the teacher has a class 
website that lists the classwords. If that method does not have the information you need, send an email 
to the teacher or phone the teacher. All teacher email addresses are listed on our school website on 
the "staff" page. 
 
Classwords often look like this: 
Concert Band: atssconcband 
Digital Music: atssdigimuslin, atssdigimusC1, atssdigimusC2 

 
ONE-TO-ONE COMPUTER PROGRAM SUPPORT CLASSES 
 
The main purpose of "tech. support block" (once per week for every student in the school) is to: 
 
1. Help students with individual computer issues. 
2. Help students make wise choices that reflect high standards of ethical use including online safety and age appropriate 
content. 
3. Teach preventative maintenance with the computer hardware and the software. 
4. Check computers for age appropriate content and compliance with the ATSS computer agreement rules. In particular, 
showing respect for the district web filtering by not trying to add any additional programs to the computer. 
5. Check student computers for physical damage. 
6. Help students maintain access to the school district email system and also to mygradebook, our online gradebook 
program. 
7. Teach and share information relevant to student computer users. For example, how to use a school printer: 
- Email the file you want to print to yourself using the school district abbynet email system. 
- Go to the library and login to your email account on the library laptop that is connected to the printer. 
- Pay Ms. Malmas 5 cents for each page printed. 
 
 
 

This week, Reservist Cpl. Kevin Megeney (25) from the 1st 
Battalion Nova Scotia Highlanders  was killed in a 
friendly fire incident in Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan. 
May we remember the bravery and drive of our troops 
over seas. 
 

MUSIC NEWS 
 
Congratulations to our band and choir students for their recent 
performances this past Tuesday evening at the district "Nights of 
Music" event at the Abbey Arts Centre. Students played and sang well. 
It was also positive to see ATSS students encouraging other groups 
with their warm applause at this event, which involved students from 
Primary school through to Secondary school ages. 
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ATSS CALENDAR 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 

 

 

COMPENSATION DAYS – NO SCHOOL MARCH 12 – 16TH 

SPRING VACATION   MARCH 19 – 23RD 

 

GOOD FRIDAY    APRIL 6TH 

EASTER MONDAY   APRIL 9TH 

TERM I, SEMESTER II END  APRIL 13TH 

REPORT CARDS SENT HOME  APRIL 27TH 

 

PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS  MAY 3RD 

CAFÉ MUSIC CONCERT   MAY 7TH 

BAND AND CHOIR FIELDTRIP  MAY 10-12TH 

VICTORIA DAY    MAY 21ST 

SS FAIR & MUSIC PERFORMANCE MAY 24TH 

 

GRADUATION CEREMONY & LOCK IN JUNE 1ST 

GRAD DINNER AND DANCE  JUNE 8TH 

FIRST NATIONS/INT. FIELD TRIP  JUNE 6TH 

MUSIC CONCERT   JUNE 7TH 

YEAR END AWARDS CEREMONY  JUNE 14TH 

SEMESTER TWO EXAMS   JUNE 20 – 28TH 

REPORT CARDS PICK UP  JUNE 29TH 
 

 

  

 

Course Calendar Handbook 
 

The new course planning handbook will now be available online 
via our atss website.  Simply log onto atss.ca and go to student 

services at the top right.  The website was created by our own mr. 
abernethy and will have the course calendar booklet available 

online. 
 

A reminder that tampering with school computers by 
adding and/or removing components will void the 
computer warranty and could result in students 

being held financially responsible for any danger. 
 

 

Bradner Flower and Garden Show 
April 13, 14 and 15  
from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. daily 
at the Bradner Community Hall 
5305 Bradner Road, Abbotsford 
Admission: $2.00/person; children under 6/free 
Floral displays, plant sales, art/pottery/horticultural displays, tearoom and much 
more 

 



   
 

 
 
ATSS hosted our first Annual Spelling Bee at lunch on Friday, March 9 in the 
Gymnasium.  The finalists who competed were as follows: Melissa Friesen, 
Becky Brown, Megan Edwards, Renee Campbell, Patrick Jolicoeur, Michael 
Scoular, Taylor Hunt, and Jas Gill.  Our moderator will be Mrs. Neufeldt.  
Many attended this competition!  Thanks to those leadership students who 
organized the event!  Congratulations to our winner – megan edwards. 
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 Dear parents, 
Abbotsford tradit ional secondary school is currently participating in the campbell’s 
labels for education  program, and with your help, our school can earn free merchandise 
for our school. 
 
Participation in the program is simple – save labels from eligible Campbell’s products and 
send them to the school.  Products eligible for redemption in the program include: 
 
-Campbell’s  soups – including chunky, ready to enjoy and condensed soups, and ready to 
enjoy broths. 
-Campbells chunky chili 
-Pepperidge farm goldfish crackers 
-V8 
-Selected campbell’s  foodservice products 
 
Triple your efforts by asking your friends and family to collect labels on behalf of our 
school! 
Don’t  forget to visit www.labelsforeducation.ca for a complete l isting of eligible 
products and more information about the program. 
 
Thank you for your support.  Together with Campbell’s  labels for education  –we can 
help provide educational resources for our school and our kids – one label at  a time.   
Sincerely atss pac. 

Faith Based Initiative 
 
SCHOOL PRESS RELEASE 
  
Parents, are you looking for a team activity for your 
children to join… one that emphasizes "family fun-
time", community spirit and good sportsmanship while 
easily fitting into your budget and weekly schedule?  
Then sign them up for the Kids Interchurch Baseball 
League that is open to all kids in the community! 
  
The league runs for eight weeks beginning on May 3rd 
and finishing on June 21st with a family hot dog 
barbecue.  Games are played on Thursday evenings ONLY, 
beginning with a pre-game practice of skills to help 
the children learn the sport of baseball.  Proper 
baseball equipment is supplied to ensure safety. 
  
The cost is only $25 per child, which includes awards, 
team photos, team ball caps and the family barbecue.  
Registrations are now being accepted for boys and 
girls ages 5 to 12 for both co-ed T-ball and Junior 
teams.  Register at the Sevenoaks Alliance Church 
office (2575 Gladwin Road, behind West Oaks Mall) 
during office hours (Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 
5:00 p.m.) or call 604-853-0757 for more information. 
You can also check out the web site at: [ 
http://www.kidsinterchurchbaseball.com/ 
]www.kidsinterchurchbaseball.com 
  
Early registration better ensures a playing spot for 
your child.  
Registration runs from March 9 to April 23, 2007. 
  
 
 

The Abbotsford AD/HD Parent Support Group 
invites all parents/caregivers to our upcoming 
meeting Thursday, March 15th 7 – 9 p.m. at the 
Fraser Valley Child Development Centre 102-
32885 Ventura Avenue.   
Psychologist Dr. Gerry Koe, Mission Counseling 
Centre, will be speaking on Does your Child Really 
have AD/HD? 
If you require more information please contact 
Leona Fountain @ 604-852-2686 ext 246. 
. 
 

111111111111 
Grad Calendar Fundraiser  
 
$100 to buy advertising space in next year's 
full color, professionally printed school 
calendar 
 
All funds go to this year's dry grad! 
 
Deadline March 9th 
 
Contact Mrs. Faber or Mrs. Thain for more 
inforation 
 



 
PAC NEWS: 
 
 
The “Spring Swing” plans are well under way and promising to be an 
entertaining evening for all. “Happy Days” all over again with its 50’s theme 
and a swing dance to end the evening. So, dig in your trunks, dust off your 
saddle shoes, air out the poodle skirts and get ready to rock and roll. If you 
haven’t already marked your calendar do so now, May 4th- dinner, silent 
auction, raffle and major fun.   
 
At present we have some Silent Auction items but we still require more.  
If you are able to donate an item, gift certificate or your time, we would 
appreciate hearing from you. Please think outside the box, ask a merchant you 
frequent or perhaps your employer. I too was hesitant but was successful on 
my first attempt.   
 
 
I am happy to announce the Raffle Prizes are unbelievable. At present we have 
acquired a Wii, a Video iPod and a portable DVD Player with a 7” LCD screen.  
The tickets will be printed and dispersed after Spring break. They are $2.00 
each in books of 10. There will be a cash prize of $50.00 for the student that 
sells the most. We are anticipating a rapid sell out so buy them ASAP.  Thank 
you to Mrs. Sahlstrom for her dedication and patience in tracking down the 
Wii as they are very hard to come by.  
 
Our next meeting is March 26th @ 7:00 pm in the Library.  PAC business will be 
brief as we will be finalizing all plans and organization for the May 4th 
“Spring Swing.” This is a perfect opportunity for you to be involved at the 
high school level. One of the founding principles of Traditional is parental 
involvement.  We need you and the kids need you. Lets leave out what they 
want for now and remember, many hands make light work. Please plan on 
joining us as this will be the event of the year and all monies raised will go 
directly back into the kids programs.  
 
DATES: 
March 26th 7:00 Meeting in the Library  
(Finalizing plans for Meal, Silent Auction and Dance) 
May 4th Spring Swing ATMS &ATSS gyms dinner and silent auction 
6:30pm 
and swing dance.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
Sherry Strukoff, 
PAC Chairperson 
604-607-5547 
 
 
   
 



 
 
ONE-TO-ONE COMPUTER PROGRAM PARENT SURVEY 
March 2007 
Abbotsford Traditional Secondary School 
 
A committee of parents, teachers and administrators has had two formal meetings regarding the 
one-to-one computer program. This survey comes from the committee. We require one response 
from every ATSS family to make this survey as valid as possible. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Abbotsford School Board has determined at this time that ATSS may not insist upon the 
payment of fees for notebook computers. This leaves us with a number of options to consider for 
next year. The committee recognizes the great amount of parent fees collected and the potential for 
the notebooks to enhance education along with the need for continued staff development to increase 
the effectiveness of the program.  It should be noted that the committee was not interested 
in seeing notebook computers eliminated from ATSS. One parent made the comment that 
within 5 years senior students in schools all over the province will routinely expect to be able to 
bring their own laptop to school to use as a tool for learning. It was agreed that to make further 
decisions the committee needed to hear from all ATSS families. 
 
SURVEY 
Please return one survey per family before the end of March to the ATSS office or homeroom 
teacher. Surveys may also be emailed to: david_ennis@sd34.bc.ca  
 
Family name: ____________________________ 
 
Names of student(s): ____________________________________________ 
 
Phone number: ______________________ 
 
Please rank the following options for your family (1 is your first choice): 
 
_____ Lease - parents lease a school computer that they will own after 4 years. This is what we 
currently do. 
 
_____ Rent - parents rent a school computer for considerably less money than the lease cost. 
Families will never own the computer. 
 
_____ Personal computer - students bring their own notebook computer, with guidance from the 
school, rules of use, and web filtering in place. 
 
_____ Family plan - if you have more than one student at ATSS you lease a school computer for one 
child. Additional children receive a rental computer at no cost. 
 
_____ Mobile carts – notebook computers are available at school on mobile carts for some classes, 
not to take home. No fee. This option eliminates the one-to-one program. 
 
Please include any additional comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Des McKay 
 Superintendent of Schools 
604-859-4891 (Fax) 604-556-3435 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 8, 2007 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents: 
 
This letter outlines the process for approving a local school calendar, and 
provides the proposed school calendar for 2007/08 (see over). 
 
The School Act requires school boards to publish a calendar for the next 
school year by May 31st.  The district will hold a public meeting on April 10th 
to allow the public to provide feedback on the school calendar.  The Board 
of School Trustees will then approve a school calendar at its meeting on 
Monday, April 23rd.  The recommended calendar for 2007/08 follows the 
pattern of the past five years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 34 (Abbotsford)  
2790 Tims Street, Abbotsford, B.C. V2T 4M7 

 
Public Information Meeting 

Tuesday, April 10th, 2007 – 7:00 p.m. 
W. J. Mouat - Theatre 

 
If you would like to speak at the meeting as an official delegation, 
please contact Lois Hiebert in the Secretary-Treasurer’s office at 
604-859-4891.  All written submissions must be received by 
Wednesday, April 4th, 2007 in order to be considered by the Board at 
its April 10th public information meeting. 



 
 


